confidence in my work to understand the role of curvature in geometry. In my career, I have benefited so much from interactions with people from many different countries, so I feel like I have to continue this chain of creating opportunities in the EU for foreign researchers to collaborate. While I have been president, the ERC has signed ten cooperation agreements with countries outside Europe -including China, Japan, Singapore and India -to fund their researchers who come to the EU.
In my office, I have a few plants, a table for holding small meetings, an EU flag and a map of the world. Above the map is a depiction of one of the mottoes of the ERC: "Open to the world." At the moment, it is unclear how relations with the United Kingdom will proceed post-Brexit. Still, with scientists from more than 80 nations holding ERC grants, we aim to continue making that motto a reality. The back page
